
MINUTES OF STANWICK COMMUNITY GARDEN OPEN MEETING 

Wednesday 6th November 2019 

Held in Stanwick Club 

Present; Dave Cox (Chairman), Brenda Marshall (Secretary), Clare Annable (Treasurer), 

Carolyn Brawn, Christopher Brawn, Jenny Hodgson (Clerk to the parish Council)  

1. Apologies: Janet and Roland Carrington, Amanda Hutchings, Tim Page, Sylvia Glanville-

Hughes, Georgina (Manager of Stanwick PreSchool) 

 

2. Secretary’s Report with an update on recent events:-  
The Secretary read out a report which is attached as…………… Appendage 1 

 

3. Financial Report: - The balance from  the money donated by Tesco, which is 

to only be used for the Toilet and accessories for the toilet shed is £1,032.50 

This has to be used by January 2020. 

Having bought the summerhouse with the grant from the E.N.C, we have 

£1,076.00 left over. We have to buy some furniture with this according to the 

terms of the grant. Any money left over can be used for flooring, locks etc. 

We have a budget amount (required for regular purchases throughout the year) 

of £254.39 and this leaves us with a sum of £908.49 in the bank! 

We are currently insured with Zurich and Clare will check to see exactly what 

is covered during the next few days, but they have given us an estimate of 

£214.00 which is due very soon. 

 

4. A discussion about flooring, décor and locks for the summerhouse and 

toilet shed:-  
Janet and Roland have offered to enclose the base of the summerhouse and 

shed with wood so that animals cannot easily access the underside of the 

buildings. It was decided that it would be better to use wire mesh so that there 

is still good air circulation. 

It was suggested that paving around the buildings and in particular up to the 

toilet shed, should be a priority. We have blocks left over from the work in the 

sensory garden and we could use those if there are enough. Perhaps having a 

strip of ground between them and the summerhouse filled with stone 

chippings. It was agreed to get the contractor to estimate the quantity required 

to see if we have enough in the first instance.              Clare to action 

We will need to have some vinyl flooring as the insulated floor is of an 

unfinished surface. Dave has volunteered to lay this if we can find an offcut 

large enough to fit. (16ft x 10ft) We will look for a fairly plain flecked 

finished in a neutral colour.    Clare and Brenda to action 

We discussed the interior décor of the summerhouse……  

Should we paint it? …It was generally thought that we should as it is a ply 

wood type of finish at the moment. But undecided about colour. 



Should we have curtains?...There has been an offer to make curtains and 

cushions at no cost to us but the general opinion seemed to be not to have 

them as curtains would block light out, even when drawn back and would 

need to be taken down in the winter. They would attract moisture and mould 

and not be in keeping with an outbuilding. Cushions had the same reception. 

Except that we said that we could always get some later if we felt we needed 

them. 

The summerhouse timber will need to be treated after the first 6 months, and 

annually following this, so we need to add the cost of this to our annual 

budget. 

We will need extra locks for both buildings and we are looking for a number 

operated lock with tamper proof screws to be used in conjunction with the 

locks provided. 

Extra keys will be cut from the supplied ones so that every committee member 

has a set.           Brenda to action 

We will need a lock for the inside of the toilet. One that can be opened from 

outside in an emergency. 

5. Discuss the ordering of furniture for the summerhouse:- 

We want to purchase benches for the children and a table and chairs. There are 

some office furniture stores in Northampton and Carolyn will have a look 

there first. Then Clare and Brenda will go and look next week and come back 

with a ‘wish list’. We need a ‘fold flat’ type table and will have to watch the 

weight of it as some are very heavy. 

 

6. Ideas to promote the use of the summerhouse:- 
The Manager of the Preschool group has asked if the children could have 

picnics inside. We are in favour of them and any other members using it 

whenever they want to, by appointment. It will be ready for use after the 

finishing touches have been added. It is surprisingly warm inside as it is 

insulated, but even so we don’t think it will have much use in the winter 

months. We don’t have an electrical supply and there is no lighting. 

It was suggested that we make arrangements to meet a representative from 

Stanwick Primary to discuss possible future use by them.  Clare to action 

We will invite groups to come along and use our facilities, such as Raunds 

gardening group, The Church Youth group, and the W.I. We could provide tea 

and cakes to encourage them at first. We need to buy a hot water dispenser to 

make this easier. We have a white board and a flip chart in storage.  

We could arrange flower arranging demonstrations or hold cream tea 

afternoons and charge an entrance fee. Butterfly spotting and bug hunting will 

be on the agenda for next summer! 

In the early spring we will contact the Green Pathways Group again. This is a 

Peterborough based group involving young people in taking active roles in 

conservation. 

 



7. Draft the order for the compostable toilet and finalise the risk 

assessment:-  

Clare will order the toilet as agreed. The Separett Villa 9010 and the urinal to 

go with it. There was a question of how to link up the urinal to the soakaway 

but it will come with instructions. We will ask for volunteers who are good at 

plumbing (not necessarily a qualified plumber as there is no mains water 

supply) to install it.  

We will not buy a solar panel and a fan at the moment. We can wait and see 

what money is left. 

Clare has prepared a preliminary Risk Assessment pending manufacturer’s 

instructions. 

A log of checking and cleaning of the toilet should be kept when in use. 

Accessories required will be…. a bin, hand gel, paper towels, compostable 

toilet paper, and possibly a dispenser which would hopefully cut down on 

usage. It was pointed out that we are not sure about the disposal of quantities 

of toilet paper, i.e. whether it can be flushed, as liquids and solids have to be 

separated.                                                                             Clare will find out. 

 

8. The Christmas Fayre on 1st December:- 
We will have a stall again this year to promote the garden and encourage 

people to take part. Janet will organise a ‘guess the weight of the Christmas 

pudding’, with the pudding as the prize, and has some preserves to sell. It will 

be one of Janet’s homemade puddings so will be in demand. Clare, Janet and 

Brenda can all be there to man the stall on the day. 

 

9.  A.O.B. 
It was suggested that we will need a step or a removable ramp to easily get 

into the summerhouse. We will decide after we have used it for a while. 

 

Priority at the moment is the furniture, floorcovering and locks. We can then 

see if we have any money to spare. 

 

The date of the next meeting was not decided as we may not have another one 

until the New Year. 

 

 

 

 



                              Secretary’s Report  6th November 2019 

Thank you to all of those who helped to level the ground in preparation for the 

new summerhouse and toilet shed. I am sure that this helped the speedy 

laying of the base. The ground workers dug the soakaway for us and installed a 

drain pipe, blue in colour, in preparation for the compostable toilet. We will 

need to find exactly where it is when fitting the toilet and it was suggested that 

we could lift the shed a little to pull it through when we have cut a hole in the 

floor for it. If we need it to be longer we can just pull it up a little. 

The buildings were installed in a few hours and look fantastic. Tonight we will 

be discussing how we want to finish the interior of the summerhouse. Janet 

and Roland have suggested that they could fill the gap around the base to 

deter wildlife from going under there. Roland has offered to do this when they 

return from America. 

Around the rest of the garden we have started to prepare for winter. The 

Lavenders have been cut back now and some new small ones planted to fill 

some of the gaps. These were kindly donated by Sue Kitchener. 

The rest of the shrubs will be cut back where necessary this month. We have 

discussed using the remaining multipurpose compost to mulch in the past and 

perhaps we should do this before we get too much frost. 

We have planted English bluebells and Russian snowdrops as under planting in 

the shrubbery and some snowdrops in the sensory garden near the bench at 

the back. 

We had a potential new member visit us a couple of times. I think that she may 

be interested in joining in the spring as she has asked me to inform her by post 

when we are going to start sowing seeds in the polytunnel. 

We didn’t take part in the scarecrow festival this year as we haven’t got 

enough active people, but hopefully next year we will be putting the 

summerhouse to good use to this end. I was asked by Karen from the Pre 

School group if they could use the garden for their scarecrows. Of course we 

are always happy for any members to make use of the facilities and they hoped 

to have four scarecrows in the garden. Unfortunately there were only two. 

Perhaps this was due to the weather.  



The open air Church Service held in September for Harvest Festival was a 

success and we hope that we may have more than one of these next year 

perhaps making use of the new building if the weather is inclement. There 

were not many people in attendance though and we agreed that we need to 

spread the word a lot more next time. 

 

 

 


