
MINUTES OF STANWICK COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 

Held in Stanwick Club 

 

 

Present;  Dave Cox (Chairman), Brenda Marshall (Secretary), Clare Annable (Treasurer), 

Janet Carrington, Carolyn Brawn. 

          

1. Apologies: Jenny Hodgson (Clerk to the parish Council) 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd April were accepted as being 

true copies. 

3. Matters Arising not appearing on this agenda:  

The weighted self-closing gate has been installed. It has a temporary weight on it at 

present. It was suggested that we use a pipe filled with concrete instead of the bag, 

as the bag will rub through eventually. 

4. Financial report:  We have £2,737.55 in the bank. £1,632.52  is the 

Tesco/Groundwork Grant that we have to spend by January of 2020.The 

subject of having a formal audit of was brought up again, but we would not 

be able to afford to pay a lot each year to have one done.   Clare to look for 

a volunteer. 

5. Spending the Tesco/Groundwork grant - Shed or solid base? : A building of 

some sort, and a toilet, is on our 5 year plan. Clare told us that funding may 

be available from the East Northants community facilities fund, but she has 

to fill in the application now to qualify. If we are successful the 

Tesco/Groundwork grant can be used to purchase and fit a compostable 

type toilet. As we would be informed if we are successful in good time to 

finalise plans, we asked Clare to go ahead with the application.  A short 

discussion took place about the type of building that we should have. If it is 

wooden there are certain risks with arson, vandalism etc., but we can 

secure additional insurance through our current insurers Zurich at a small 

extra fee.  If we used a container we would want to clad it with wood, but it 

still would not be a comfortable retreat from the sun and would be noisy. 

We have asked the advice of our local policeman, who said that if 

something can’t be seen into, and is sturdily locked up, it is a magnet to 

people who think there must be something of value it.  
6. Review of our Open Day: The Open Day went well. We raised £282.00, £105.00 of 

that was on the cake stall and the rest on plants and photos that were on sale. 



There were not as many people attending, which may have been due to the 

weather, but we still sold a lot. We might consider holding next years a little later, 

maybe the 2nd week in May to give us more time to grow from seed.  

It is a shame that Stanwick Primary doesn’t support us more than they do. We do 

understand the problems with bringing children to the gardens, but think that we 

should liaise a bit more and ask them to announce our Open Day to the parents next 

year. 

 

 

Pre-school have been over a little more often and they announced the event at their 

race night which was held on the previous evening. 

We advertised the event very well this year, using the local free papers as well as the 

internet and local posters. 

A big thank you goes to our helpers on the day, notably Gill and Colin Ellis, Michelle 

Dicker and all the members who turned up. 

 

7. Watering Rota and the opening/closing of the polytunnel: Carolyn produced a new 

watering and opening/closing rota. 

 The majority of the committee were in favour of leaving the polytunnel open at 

night now that the threat of frost has passed. It is not easy to keep to an opening 

rota either as there have been instances when people have gone over to the site 

especially to open up and found that it was done already. Carolyn wishes to close it 

at night to keep a more consistent temperature.                                 Carolyn to action 

The watering rota remains the same. 

8. The Storage of the hosepipe:  A discussion took place about the security of the 

hosepipe. At present it is stored in the container. It was suggested that it was put in 

the polytunnel in times of consistent usage, chained to the noticeboard and covered 

to conceal it, to make it more easily accessible. As non-committee members don’t 

have access to the container it would seem very unfair to expect them to be on the 

watering rota in times of extreme heat. We could not agree on this subject so it will 

stay in the container until we have a dry spell and then review it when necessary.  

9. The painted Stones…Purchase of a gift for Lisa Watts:  We have been absolutely 

delighted with the stones that Lisa painted for the garden. She would not accept any 

money towards the materials so we will be getting a £20 Coleman’s voucher for her.                             

Clare to action 

10. Should we have a further plant sale this year:  No. We have planted out the 

remaining flowers and distributed some amongst ourselves. We may have some 

things for the Church Fete on 10th August. However, in previous years the things that 

sold best were potatoes, Jams and Jellies and any other produce.  

11. Grass cutting in the Parish Council areas:  Dave Cox mowed the car park, shared 

social areas and the allotment paths before our open day as the contractor has not 

been doing it. He tried to claim his expenses and was refused by the Parish Council. 

He stated that he will not be mowing anything other than the community garden 

area in future. This leaves the social area very overgrown. The grass is very tall and 



now it is not an easy job. We have had complaints about the untidy areas around the 

‘gardens’, including the allotment paths. The Community Garden Group are happy to 

pay for the petrol for the social area as it would encourage families to use it, but not 

the allotment areas. We are told that it is written in the allotment holder’s contract 

that the Parish Council will look after the communal areas of the allotments. We now 

do not have a volunteer to mow anything other than the Community Garden. 

 

 

12.  A.O.B.: Composting: Christopher Brawn has cleared the middle bin, and as we 

agreed to only have one bin. There is still one left to clear.  We will put posters up 

asking the mini plot holders to use the brown waste bins only, rather than the 

compost bin, thus avoiding the wrong type of waste being composted. 

Carolyn to send a poster for laminating to Brenda 

 Top Soil: The pile of top soil near the containers is not required now. The pocket park 
group will be informed that they can take it away now.                      Brenda to Action 

             
 
Please Note: We will not be holding a management committee meeting in July or August. 
Instead we will hold an Open meeting on site in August. Date to be confirmed. 

 


