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MINUTES OF STANWICK COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 

                                            Wednesday 2nd May 2018 

                                     Held in Stanwick Club meeting room 

 

Present: - Dave Cox (Chairman), Brenda Marshall (Secretary), Clare Annable, Wilma Harris, 

Janet Carrington, Carolyn Brawn. 

 

 

1  Apologies:- John Chatley (Treasurer) Jenny Hodgson (Clerk to the Parish Council) 

 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on 4th April 2018 were accepted as being a true account. 

 

3. Matters Arising:-   

Vehicles are still driving through to the allotments on a regular basis. 

Quite a few 2L bottles have been found in the container although more are welcome as we can 

save them for next year to protect the young sunflowers. 

Quite a few of the trays of seeds that we had sown in the polytunnel were scorched in the 

unexpected hot weather that we had in the middle of April. Some did not recover. We will, 

however, have enough to sell on our open day. 

The new padlock is ok and easier for us than having two on the container. The alarm that we 

were given is not really fit for purpose. It needs to be on the sensitive setting to work, and then 

the vibration of the door as you close it can set the alarm off. It is really a window lock and we 

decided not to use it. We do think however that the new padlock is far more secure than the 

previous one. 

Christopher kindly donated a bin to put the tools in inside the polytunnel and Carolyn has put a 

lot of the things away in the container to make room in the polytunnel for more seeds. 

Carolyn has approached the Pre-School and they are happy for us to keep their raised bed tidy. 

We have cleared an area at the side of the Herb Garden for potatoes to be planted.  

Brenda has sown quite a lot of seeds for the Village planting, for STEPS. 

 

4. The financial Report and membership:- 

John Chatley sent a statement in his absence. We have a balance of £388.92 in the bank. This 

is after the paths have been done and after spending just over £50 on the sensory garden. This 

was to purchase some ‘key’ perennials to plant before our open day.  

 

5. Funding Report:- 

Our funding applications must go to the Parish Council first. Jenny Hodgson has put it on the 

June agenda as May is a very busy agenda for them. 

Clare Annable had an appointment with Sue Davis from the E.N.C. to discuss our application 

but it was cancelled due to ill health. 

It has been indicated that we may be lucky enough to receive a donation of £250.00 from Helen 

Howell for use to complete the bark paths. We will do so as soon as we have the money. As 

these paths will be curved the ‘log on a roll’ type edging seems to be the favourite, but we will 

price it up nearer the time. 

 We reviewed the three quotes that we had for the three different areas of hard landscaping. 

Roger Dainty very kindly came to site and gave us his advice. He seemed to think that all of the 

quotes were good and he advised that they should all include a granite dusting on top of the 

type 1 for the ‘driveway’ area, and they should all include soil removal as there will be far too 

much for us to use up.  
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Carolyn suggested moving the gate from one side to the other as this would mean that we could 

have a paving path through to the sensory garden instead of a ‘driveway’ through to the 

allotments where cars are not supposed to go anyway. We will look into this option. 

The survey results have been distributed amongst us and the five year plan is complete. 

 

6. Review of the Stanwick Showcase event:- 

We had some discussions with people at the event and more seemed to know where the 

garden is this time. It was suggested that we could look into the cost of a pop up stand for 

ongoing use and the purchase of a photo album so that we can show our progress from the 

beginning. 

 

7. Plans for Open Day:- 

Janet will be in charge of the cake stall and Clare of the plant sales along with anybody else 

who is there to help. A separate list will be sent out to committee members with their tasks 

listed. 

We will ask people to make cakes. There has been an offer of a BBQ from an allotment holder, 

but we are not sure of the details.  

Our advert was seen in the ‘Raunds Roundup’ and is very good. Dave Cox has put the 

advertisement on our facebook page and shared it with the Village Residents Group page. 

Wilma has painted a banner and it is up on the fence. 

Unfortunately we haven’t got anything growing in the polytunnel yet as we are holding our open 

day earlier. 

We will need to tidy the garden and mow the grass before the big day. We haven’t got a 

lawnmower as no insurance money has come through yet from the break in. Dave said he may 

be able to bring his over and mow sometime in the preceding week. Mr Mission has mowed the 

car park and will mow the social area he has mowed our grass as a one off this time. 

 

13. A.O.B. 

The taps are sticking again so that they run on and waste water. They are not suitable for 

outside use. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th June in the Stanwick Club meeting room at 

7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF STANWICK COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 

                                            Wednesday 4th April 2018 

                                     Held in Stanwick Club meeting room 

 

Present:- Dave Cox (Chairman) John Chatley (Treasurer) Brenda Marshall (Secretary), Clare 

Annable, Wilma Harris, Janet Carrington, Carolyn Brawn,  Jenny Hodgson (Clerk to the Parish 

Council) 

 

 

1  Apologies:- There were no apologies. All were present. 

 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on 7th March  2018 were accepted as being a true 

account. 

 

3. Matters Arising:-   

The new banner came in under budget at £30.09. It has already been used on the stall that we 

had at The Stanwick Races. It will be put on the fence outside the garden when we are there to 

say that we are open for visitors. 

The stall at the race day was a success, with Clare Annable running it on her own as others 

were involved in different aspects of the race. She raised £11.50 from the sale of plants and had 

a £5 donation. 

It was noted that vehicles are still driving through to the allotments when not essential and 

Jenny Hodgson has sent yet another reminder to allotment holders. 

The health and safety signs and the user guidelines are in the polytunnel. 

We will still need a lot more 2L bottles for the protection of the sunflowers, although it was 

thought that there may be some in the container from last year. 

The seeds that we have sown in the polytunnel are now coming up and we hope that they will 

be big enough for our open day. We are actually running out of space for seeds at the moment. 

We confirmed that we will have a stall at the Stanwick Showcase evening to promote interest in 

the garden. 

Since the break in we have obtained a new padlock which is stronger and more vandal proof. 

We also changed the bolt to a more secure one and we now have an alarm. We discussed 

putting a sign up to say that the container is alarmed, but decided that this may tell people that 

we have something valuable in there. At the moment this is not the case. 

We now have approximately 250 signatures on our survey forms when we have collected them 

all together. This is thought to be enough to submit to back up our funding applications. 

Open Day…Dave Cox has put the advertisement in the ‘Raunds Roundup’ and will investigate 

some more ways of advertising. 

The five year plan was approved and Clare will circulate it for comment. It is understood that it 

will be an ongoing changeable plan. 

 

4. The financial Report and membership:- 

Due to the success of the mini plots to let, which have all been taken up, we now have twenty 

members. The paths around the mini plots have made a lot of difference to the appearance, and 

the practical aspect of the plots. Thanks goes to all of those who did the hard work installing 

them. They came in under budget at £294.50. The balance in the account is now £583.02. 
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5. Funding Report:- 

 

We must talk to The Stanwick Parish Council before actually applying for funding as they will 

have to approve any changes made and it will show that we have their backing. 

 We now have three quotes for the hard landscaping and the access drive in the Community 

Garden area. We looked at the quotes and it was noted that there are some differences in the 

quantity and type of materials used. It was agreed that Clare and Brenda would look at them 

more closely and relate them to the plan in the near future. A comparison could then be 

produced. We will seek the advice of Roger Dainty about the materials quoted for. 

Jenny Hodgson advised that we could apply for the ‘awards for all’ funding for a project under 

£10,000 and then still apply for the individual areas in other ways. If we are lucky enough to be 

successful then we can ask to use any further money awarded in other directions. 

 

7. Data Protection Statement:- 

The data protection statement has now been finalised and will be kept on file. It will be emailed 

to every member, although Jenny Hodgson advised that this is not really necessary. It will also 

be sent out to any new members with their welcome package. 

 

8. Free manure:- 

It has been reported that there is well rotted horse manure available at a local farm if anybody 

wishes to collect it. It would be quite difficult to collect in bulk as we don’t have the transport and 

it was decided that we didn’t need it at the moment. If any members would like to get some for 

themselves please ask Dave Cox for information. 

 

9. Maintenance of raised beds:- 

We decided that we would ask the group members for permission to maintain their raised beds 

in the event of them not being able to get to the garden in the summer. Some of them look quite 

untidy at times although we understand the difficulties involved when it comes to getting children 

over there. 

Carolyn Brawn is in charge of liaising with the Pre-School, Primary School and Acorn Nursery 

so she will contact them. Georgina is the new manageress at the Pre-School and she will need 

to be contacted. 

It was noted that the woodwork will need to be treated in the future but probably not until at least 

next year. 

 

10. The Scarecrow Festival:- 

Following last year’s success with the scarecrow festival we have decided that we will take part 

again. Wilma is happy to organise this again. 

 

11. Watering Rota:- 

We are already watering the seeds on a sort of rota, but decided to leave the formal rota as it 

was last year for outside if it ever stops raining! 

 

12. New stand to house tools inside the polytunnel:- 

This was prompted by what could have been a very nasty accident with a rake recently. 

It was suggested that we could use an old bin to store the day to day rakes and forks etc. This 

could be behind the watering rota board. Or we could lean them against the back of the board 

for the time being. It was mentioned that we could put them in the container but recognised that 

it may not be practical if you are just popping down for half an hour to use tools.  The new 
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members can use the tools that are in the polytunnel so it will be convenient for them too. There 

are a lot of things cluttering up one end of the staging at the moment and as we are short of 

space on there. Carolyn said that she would put a lot of it away in the container and it was 

suggested that we look out for a freestanding length of staging or shelf unit/cupboard to place in 

that corner to save space on the staging. 

 

13. A.O.B. 

There is a bucketful of nerines that are dormant at the moment. They were dug up from the cut 

flower bed area. These could be planted around the picnic area between the sunflowers. 

It was noted that the plumb seeds did not grow at all again.  

Janet has roughly costed out another section of pathway to be done and it was agreed that she 

would go ahead and purchase the materials for this with a maximum spend of £100. This just 

leaves the curved bark paths to do later on. 

Carolyn mentioned the FOSS evening on 6th July. It is a busy evening and would be good to 

take part but at the moment we do not have enough volunteers to do so. We will look at this 

again at the next meeting. 

We will take part in the Church Fete in August, but will have to try to collect some things to sell 

as we have to pay for the stall. We have our own public liability insurance now so we should 

make use of it. 

Open Day…Wilma offered to make some banners using the old banners and painting over. 

Dave may have some offcuts that can be used which were supplied with the new banner as 

packaging. 

Village planting…Tim has some pansies to plant for the time being and we will sow seeds as 

soon as we have the space. 

 

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd May in the Stanwick Club meeting room at 

7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF STANWICK COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 

                                            Wednesday 6th June 2018 

                                     Held in Stanwick Club meeting room 

 

Present: - Dave Cox (Chairman), John Chatley (Treasurer), Brenda Marshall (Secretary), Clare 

Annable, Janet Carrington, Carolyn Brawn. 

 

 

1. Apologies:- Jenny Hodgson (Clerk to the Parish Council) 

 

It was with great regret that we have acknowledged the resignation of Wilma Harris 

from the Management Committee. Wilma has been a very active member and played a 

key role in the running of the Community Garden, she will be greatly missed, but she 

has decided to spend more time on her allotment. 

 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2018 were accepted as being a true          

account. 

 

3. Matters Arising:- 

A design for the pop up banner will be drafted and circulated for approval by the 

committee.                To be Actioned by Dave 

The taps continue to be a problem. They are not suitable for outdoor use and waste a lot 

of water. They were running on during our open day and it was commented upon by 

several people that it was a waste. 

 

4.  The financial Report:- 

          The balance in our account is now a whopping £872.32. This is partly due to having               

received funding of £250 from Helen Howell of the ENC and the money raised from our open day, 

which was £247.39. This was around 40% from plant sales and 60% from cakes and drinks. The 

funding of £250 is to be used to continue the bark paths around the sensory garden. 

 

We need some more twine and a pair of scissors as ours has gone missing.        

             To be actioned by Carolyn 

5. Review of our open day:- 

          As stated in the financial report we did very well. The savouries on the cake stall did well,              

although the pizzas didn’t sell this year. The plant stalls could have had more vegetable plants 

for sale. We had a very difficult growing season as it was too cold to sow seeds and then when 

we did get them going the heat killed some of them off. However, they all finally romped away 

and we have a surplus. We may have a sale every now and again at the weekends starting next 

weekend. We will make it a £1 sale. 

            To be actioned by Brenda  

 

6. Lawnmower:- 

We still haven’t heard if the Parish Council has received any insurance money from the 

loss of the rotovator. An email will be sent to Jenny Hodgson asking if there has been 

any information regarding this. Also to put forward the suggestion that we could afford to 

purchase a small, but robust petrol lawnmower as we cannot carry on taking mowers to 

and from the site. 

                                                                                           To be actioned by Dave 
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7. Watering, water collection and taps:- 

Taps are mentioned in ‘matters arising’. It was decided to stick to the watering rota at the 

moment. Gill and Colin Ellis have joined the watering rota and this has been very helpful, 

so thanks goes to them for doing this. Carolyn will open the polytunnel in the mornings, 

but if that is not possible she will contact one of the committee to do it instead. Water 

collection is on the forward plan and may be covered by funding. 

 

 

8. Shading of the polytunnel-review of decision made in 2017:- 

We discussed this once again and decided to leave it on the five year plan for the 

moment. There is a chance that we will get funding sooner rather than later and it is not 

essential at this moment in time as most tender plants can go outside now. 

 

9. Time Capsule:- 

There is going to be a time capsule put in the pocket park and we are invited to 

contribute. Suggestions that have been made about what to put in are a seed packet, 

possibly a flyer with a description of the community garden. This would have to be on 

archival paper, but we will need to know what size the capsule is and if it is watertight or 

not. 

 

10. A.O.B:- 

The purchase of the materials for the bark paths will go ahead as soon as possible. 

We have an approximate cost of £185.00 for the edging, we can make the pegs and the 

weed block will be approx. £30, then we will need screws and the bark chippings. 

It was suggested that we may continue the wood edge along the perimeter fence at the 

back to prevent weeds coming through. This was not decided upon. 

                                   To be actioned by Janet and Dave  

There are some prickly climbers planted behind the polytunnel near to the polythene 

cover. They will have to be dug up before they damage it. 

 

There appears to have been another attempt at breaking into our container. The padlock 

has not been touched so obviously it was a good choice and is more secure. However 

somebody has tried to cut through the hasp on the container. We discussed the need for 

further security, but decided against it as there is nothing of value in there at this 

moment in time. 

 

The subject of the mini plots was raised. It was pointed out that help and advice is 

available if requested so an email will be sent. 

       To be actioned by Brenda 

It was noted that allotment holders have once again been using our brown bins. It is not 

a problem at the moment as they are rarely full, but we will want to fill them soon as the 

compost heap is getting really full up. 

 

Funding:- 

A funding application is just about to be submitted to the E.N.C. this closes in September 

so we will not know until after then if we have been successful. We have been informed 

that lottery funding may be available so we are also applying for that. This will be for the 

hard landscape paths and also other items on the plan for the future.  We had to decide 

on which quotation would be used in the application and decided that we should put 
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forward the most expensive as it covered everything that we need. It was, however, 

discussed that we may not need the ‘driveway’ as we could consider having a further 

gate put in so that there is a flat path through to the sensory garden without having to go 

across the emergency vehicle entrance. 

       To be actioned by Clare 

Thanks go to Clare for doing a brilliant job with the funding. She has just secured a 

Waitrose community matters box for the month of July. The more tokens that we get, the 

more of the share of £1000.00 we can have, so please save your tokens if you want to 

support us. 

 

We now have a vacancy for a committee member.  A notice will go out to that effect. 

       To be actioned by Brenda  

 

 

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th July in the Stanwick Club meeting room at      

7.15pm 
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MINUTES OF STANWICK COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE 

                                            Wednesday 7th March 2018 

                                     Held in Stanwick Club meeting room 

 

Present:- Dave Cox (Chairman) John Chatley (Treasurer) Brenda Marshall (Secretary), Clare 

Annable, Wilma Harris, Jenny Hodgson (Clerk to the Parish Council) 

 

1  Apologies:- Janet Carrington and  Carolyn Brawn, 

 

2. The minutes of the meeting held on 7th February  2018 were accepted as being a true 

account. 

 

3. Matters Arising:-  

The plots to let are marked out and the bark paths between them are to be installed in the near 

future. Wilma has created a poster to advertise them for let. 

Carolyn said that the humane rabbit traps will be set now that the weather is looking better. 

Dave finalised the banner design which was approved by all and he will order it. 

Progress on the water collection set up was prevented due to the weather. 

Cars continue to drive through to the far end of the allotments despite reminders from Jenny, 

and have also, on occasion, left the gates unsecured. 

We now have two quotes for the three areas to hopefully be hard landscaped. We need a 

further quote before the next meeting. 

Progress of Risk Assessments:-Carolyn has purchased the first aid kit and has it in her 

possession at the moment. 

The Health and Safety sign will be laminated and also the updated guidelines for the 

Community garden, so that they can be put on permanent display. 

Twenty six more 2 litre bottles are still needed to protect the sunflowers before planting them 

out. 

The sowing of seeds has just started within the polytunnel. The very cold weather this year has 

delayed this, but we hope to forge ahead in the next couple of weeks. The aim is to have some 

plants to sell on our open day. 

The Stanwick Showcase on 19th April will be manned by Brenda and Janet, and the race day 

stall will be manned by Clare. 

Brenda to let Rebecca know that we require a stall. 

 

4. The financial Report:- 

We have a balance of £574.33 in the Bank. But we still have some purchases to make for the 

bark paths. The total spend on this should be £279.74 which is well under budget. 

 

5. Break in and Loss of Equipment, including future security:- 

 

Our container was broken into and the rotavator, mower and strimmer were stolen. As the 

rotavator was the only item belonging to the Parish Council it was the only item covered on the 

insurance. Because our insurance cover is through the council. The other two items were in fact 

on permanent loan to the Community Garden. It was decided that we would use the insurance 

money to purchase a lawn mower, and if we have enough a strimmer as well. Although it was 

thought that we could borrow a strimmer if needs be. 

A new padlock will be required as the existing one is not as secure as we need it to be. A 

shrouded padlock has been chosen and it is thought that the Parish Council will pay for this. 



Page 2 of 2 

Dave will have a look at some lawnmowers in readiness. If a new one is bought it will belong to 

the council and then it will be insured. 

 

 

 

6. Funding Report:- 

 

Sadly The Royal Horticultural Society has turned down our application for funding for no other 

reason than demand outstripping supply. However there are still other avenues to go down and 

Tesco have accepted our application; although that doesn’t mean that it will be approved. There 

has been nothing from Waitrose. Clare will apply to Helen Howell in April and carry on with other 

applications, including the E.N.C. community fund. 

 

7. Progress of Survey (tick box form):- 

 

The survey is going very well, with approx. 150 signatures to date. It was decided to use the 

ones that we have so far and get an application in to the Parish Council as they have to approve 

any funding application to the E. N.C. before it goes ahead. We really need around 300 

signatures but that will take time so we will carry on collecting them. We will hope to collect 

some more on Race Day. 

 

8. Open Day. Discuss arrangements and the advertising of it:- 

 

The open day will be on 12th May 10.30am-2.30pm. We will only have cakes and savoury items, 

and plants for sale. Janet will run the cake stall. Clare will advertise the day, making a poster 

and looking at other ways of advertising. Dave will look into putting it in the ‘Raunds Roundup’. 

 

 

9. Review the Five year Budget:- 

 

We went through the draft five year budget plan and we are close to finalising it. There were just 

a few adjustments to make before Clare can complete it. 

 

10. A.O.B.  

 

Membership will be due very shortly. All existing members can renew their membership by 

paying just £1 for another year. However £1 is the minimum payment and if you wish to pay 

more please do so. Brenda will send out an email with the methods of payment. We hope that in 

time the whole of Stanwick will at least be aware of what we are doing in the Community 

Garden and at least have visited once. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th April in the Stanwick Club meeting room at 

7.15pm 

 

 


